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Why do parents hit those they love? What effect does it have on children? What can be done to end this
pattern? These are some of the questions explored in The Primordial Violence. Featuring longitudinal data
from over 7,000 U.S. families as well as results from a 32 nation study, the book presents the latest research
on the extent to which spanking is used in different cultures and the subsequent effects of its use on children
and on society. Evidence that shows the relationship between spanking and the subsequent slowing of
cognitive development and increase in antisocial and criminal behavior is shown. Both cross-sectional and
longitudinal studies are explored in an accessible fashion. An abundance of high quality research has
produced findings that are highly consistent from study to study which show that spanking is a risk factor for
aggressive behavior and other social and psychological problems. Because of these findings, the authors
argue for policy changes and recommend a drastic reduction in the use of spanking. Policy and practical
implications are explored in most chapters.? ?

The Primordial Violence highlights:

The benefits of avoiding spanking such as the development of better interpersonal skills and higher academic
achievement;

The link between spanking and behavioral problems and crime;

The extent to which spanking is declining and why despite the unusually high level of agreement between
numerous studies which found harmful effects from spanking, most parents continue to spank.

Part 1 documents the worldwide use of spanking and why parents spank. The possible adverse effects of
spanking on children’s behavior and academic achievement, and the potential for violence and criminal
behavior in later life, are explored in Parts 2, 3, and 4. Part 5 examines trends in spanking, and suggests what



can be done to lower the percent of parents who spank. Contradictory opinions about whether to spank are
explored. The book concludes with a call for change in this aspect of parenting which will have profound
benefits, for the children and families involved, and society as a whole.?

Intended for a general audience of readers who are interested in child development and parenting and for
advanced undergraduate and/or graduate courses in child abuse, family violence, juvenile delinquency,
criminal behavior, social development, sociology of the family, or parenting and family relations taught in
psychology, human development, family studies, criminology, education, social work, sociology, and social
policy.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Sawyers:

The book The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development, Violence, and Crime
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development, Violence, and
Crime for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Primordial
Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development, Violence, and Crime. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Todd Goff:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development, Violence,
and Crime book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
give to you. The writer regarding The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development,
Violence, and Crime content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking
The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development, Violence, and Crime is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Robin Castillo:

The reserve untitled The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development, Violence,
and Crime is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Primordial
Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development, Violence, and Crime from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Roberta Nieves:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By book The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children, Psychological Development,
Violence, and Crime we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative



person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Primordial Violence: Spanking Children,
Psychological Development, Violence, and Crime. You can more pleasing than now.
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