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A WONDROUS NEW BOOK OF MCPHEE'S PROSE PIECES—IN MANY ASPECTS HIS MOST
PERSONAL IN FOUR DECADES

The brief, brilliant essay "Silk Parachute," which first appeared in The New Yorker a decade ago, has become
John McPhee's most anthologized piece of writing. In the nine other pieces here— highly varied in length
and theme—McPhee ranges with his characteristic humor and intensity through lacrosse, long-exposure
view-camera photography, the weird foods he has sometimes been served in the course of his reportorial
travels, a U.S. Open golf championship, and a season in Europe "on the chalk" from the downs and sea cliffs
of England to the Maas valley in the Netherlands and the champagne country of northern France. Some of
the pieces are wholly personal. In luminous recollections of his early years, for example, he goes on outings
with his mother, deliberately overturns canoes in a learning process at a summer camp, and germinates a
future book while riding on a jump seat to away games as a basketball player. But each piece—on whatever
theme—contains somewhere a personal aspect in which McPhee suggests why he was attracted to write
about the subject, and each opens like a silk parachute, lofted skyward and suddenly blossoming with color
and form.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Willis:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Silk Parachute will make you to be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or suited book with you?

Edward Florez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Silk Parachute as the daily resource
information.

Mary Haskell:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Silk Parachute which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Charles Krueger:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Silk Parachute can make you sense more interested to read.
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