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In recent years, most political theorists have agreed that shame shouldn't play any role in democratic politics
because it threatens the mutual respect necessary for participation and deliberation. But Christina
Tarnopolsky argues that not every kind of shame hurts democracy. In fact, she makes a powerful case that
there is a form of shame essential to any critical, moderate, and self-reflexive democratic practice.

Through a careful study of Plato's Gorgias, Tarnopolsky shows that contemporary conceptions of shame are
far too narrow. For Plato, three kinds of shame and shaming practices were possible in democracies, and
only one of these is similar to the form condemned by contemporary thinkers. Following Plato, Tarnopolsky
develops an account of a different kind of shame, which she calls "respectful shame." This practice involves
the painful but beneficial shaming of one's fellow citizens as part of the ongoing process of collective
deliberation. And, as Tarnopolsky argues, this type of shame is just as important to contemporary democracy
as it was to its ancient form.

Tarnopolsky also challenges the view that the Gorgias inaugurates the problematic oppositions between
emotion and reason, and rhetoric and philosophy. Instead, she shows that, for Plato, rationality and emotion
belong together, and she argues that political science and democratic theory are impoverished when they
relegate the study of emotions such as shame to other disciplines.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

The book untitled Prudes, Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato's Gorgias and the Politics of Shame is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Prudes, Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato's
Gorgias and the Politics of Shame from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jon Cerrone:

The e-book with title Prudes, Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato's Gorgias and the Politics of Shame contains a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Holley Shipman:

Prudes, Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato's Gorgias and the Politics of Shame can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Prudes, Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato's Gorgias and the Politics of Shame although doesn't forget the
main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Houston Boynton:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Prudes, Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato's Gorgias and the
Politics of Shame was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Prudes,
Perverts, and Tyrants: Plato's Gorgias and the Politics of Shame has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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