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The music industry’s ongoing battle against digital piracy is just the latest skirmish in a long conflict over
who has the right to distribute music. Starting with music publishers’ efforts to stamp out bootleg
compilations of lyric sheets in 1929, Barry Kernfeld’s Pop Song Piracy details nearly a century of
disobedient music distribution from song sheets to MP3s.

 

In the 1940s and ’50s, Kernfeld reveals, song sheets were succeeded by fake books, unofficial volumes of
melodies and lyrics for popular songs that were a key tool for musicians. Music publishers attempted to wipe
out fake books, but after their efforts proved unsuccessful they published their own. Pop Song Piracy shows
that this pattern of disobedience, prohibition, and assimilation recurred in each conflict over unauthorized
music distribution, from European pirate radio stations to bootlegged live shows. Beneath this pattern,
Kernfeld argues, there exists a complex give and take between distribution methods that merely copy
existing songs (such as counterfeit CDs) and ones that transform songs into new products (such as file
sharing). Ultimately, he contends, it was the music industry’s persistent lagging behind in creating innovative
products that led to the very piracy it sought to eliminate.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Abrams:

The guide with title Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music Distribution since 1929 has a lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Bettina Cutler:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music
Distribution since 1929 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book features high quality.

Betty Giuliani:

Exactly why? Because this Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient Music Distribution since 1929 is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So ,
it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Timothy Payne:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Pop Song Piracy:
Disobedient Music Distribution since 1929 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick Pop Song Piracy: Disobedient



Music Distribution since 1929 become your personal starter.
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