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Philosophy as Fiction seeks to account for the peculiar power of philosophical literature by taking as its case
study the paradigmatic generic hybrid of the twentieth century, Marcel Proust's In Search of Lost Time. At
once philosophical--in that it presents claims, and even deploys arguments concerning such traditionally
philosophical issues as knowledge, self-deception, selfhood, love, friendship, and art--and literary, in that its
situations are imaginary and its stylization inescapably prominent, Proust's novel presents us with a
conundrum. How should it be read? Can the two discursive structures co-exist, or must philosophy inevitably
undermine literature (by sapping the narrative of its vitality) and literature undermine philosophy (by placing
its claims in the mouth of an often unreliable narrator)?

In the case of Proust at least, the result is greater than the sum of its parts. Not only can a coherent,
distinctive philosophical system be extracted from the Recherche, once the narrator's periodic waywardness
is taken into account; not only does a powerfully original style pervade its every nook, overtly reinforcing
some theories and covertly exemplifying others; but aspects of the philosophy also serve literary ends,
contributing more to character than to conceptual framework. What is more, aspects of the aesthetics serve
philosophical ends, enabling a reader to engage in an active manner with an alternative art of living. Unlike
the "essay" Proust might have written, his novel grants us the opportunity to use it as a practice ground for
cooperation among our faculties, for the careful sifting of memories, for the complex procedures involved in
self-fashioning, and for the related art of self-deception. It is only because the narrator's insights do not
always add up--a weakness, so long as one treats the novel as a straightforward treatise--that it can produce
its training effect, a feature that turns out to be its ultimate strength.
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From reader reviews:

Leta Welter:

This book untitled Philosophy As Fiction: Self, Deception, and Knowledge in Proust to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Kurt Haney:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Philosophy As Fiction: Self, Deception, and Knowledge
in Proust it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Mark Jones:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Philosophy As Fiction: Self,
Deception, and Knowledge in Proust that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Philosophy As Fiction: Self, Deception, and
Knowledge in Proust become your starter.

Matthew Sewell:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Philosophy As Fiction: Self,
Deception, and Knowledge in Proust can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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