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In this richly textured study of personal growth and creativity hemmed in by childhood disaster, Shengold
compares the differing gifts and differing solutions of extraordinary talents as they seek to negotiate a
universal longing to refind the mother without sliding back into neglect, abuse, and despair.  In the
foreground of his analysis are moving portraits of Jules Renard and Anthony Trollope and the densely
packed traumatic legacy of their respective childhoods, the one limned in sustained psychological torture, the
other framed by neglect and abandonment.

Long acknowledged as a master of the literary-biographic genre within psychoanalysis, Shengold does not
view the study of creative individuals as the occasion to make pontifical pronouncements about the nature of
creativity.  Rather, he sees such study as affording the opportunity to borrow from genius, insofar as the
gifted writer who is psychologically astute often captures the challenges of life and the nuances of suffering
in language that "ordinary" patients would use, if only they could.  By integrating literary analysis with
biographical data, Shengold arrives at an appealingly direct, demystified approach to great literature as a
vehicle for apprehending the intricacies of enduring  psychological dilemmas.  For the solutions of truly
creative individuals not only reflect an artistic temperament wed to extraordinarily gifts; they illuminate the
solutions we are all in search of.

Elegantly sparing in language and judicious in presenting source material, Is There Life Without  Mother? is
abundantly generous in the wealth of understanding it provides and the deeper reflection it provokes.  From
the subtleties of identification as  a means of consolidating identity in the face of neglect to the return of the
traumatic as a fate that even a writer's "literary revenge" cannot circumvent, this work takes the reader
deeper into the wellsprings of  personality change than that it is usually possible to go.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Is There Life Without Mother?:
Psychoanalysis, Biography, Creativity book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Is There Life Without Mother?: Psychoanalysis, Biography, Creativity as good book not merely by
the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its protect,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mary James:

This Is There Life Without Mother?: Psychoanalysis, Biography, Creativity is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we
can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Is There Life Without Mother?: Psychoanalysis, Biography,
Creativity in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Bernice Mignone:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Is There Life Without
Mother?: Psychoanalysis, Biography, Creativity.

Justin Mireles:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Is There Life Without Mother?:
Psychoanalysis, Biography, Creativity to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to



open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Is There Life Without Mother?: Psychoanalysis,
Biography, Creativity can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of that time.
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