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This eloquent study describes the complex process of assimilation that occurred among multi-ethnic groups
in Wachovia, the evangelical community that settled a 100,000-acre tract in Piedmont North Carolina from
1750 to 1860. It counters commonplace notions that evangelicalism was a divisive force in the antebellum
South, demonstrating instead the ability of evangelical beliefs and practices to unify diverse peoples and
foster shared cultural values.

In Hope's Promise, Scott Rohrer dissects the internal workings of the ecumenical Moravian movement at
Wachovia—how this disparate group of pilgrims hailing from many countries (Germany, Ireland,
Scandinavia, England) and different denominations (Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, Anglican) yielded their
ethnicities as they became, above all, a people of faith. By examining the "open" farm congregations of
Hope, Friedberg, and Friedland, Rohrer offers a sensitive portrayal of their evangelical life and the
momentous cultural changes it wrought: the organization of tight-knit congregations bound by "heart
religion;" the theology of the new birth; the shape of religious discipline; the sacrament of communion; and
the role of music. Drawing on courthouse documents and church records, Rohrer carefully demonstrates how
various groups began to take on traits of the others. He also illustrates how evangelical values propelled
interaction with the outside world—at the meetinghouse and the frontier store, for example—and fostered
even more collective and accelerated change.

As the Moravians became ever more "American" and "southern," the polyglot of ethnicities that was
Wachovia would, under the unifying banner of evangelicalism, meld into one of the most sophisticated
religious communities in early America.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

This book untitled Hope's Promise: Religion and Acculturation in the Southern Backcountry (Religion &
American Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or
you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
publication from your list.

Mae Mosley:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Hope's Promise: Religion and Acculturation in the Southern Backcountry
(Religion & American Culture) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Carolyn Hoar:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Hope's Promise: Religion and
Acculturation in the Southern Backcountry (Religion & American Culture), you could enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Eric Hodges:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Hope's Promise: Religion and
Acculturation in the Southern Backcountry (Religion & American Culture) to make your reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and examining
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the publication
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can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that
time.
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