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Finalist for the 2009 National Book Critics Circle Award in Criticism: from Agee to Astaire, Steinbeck to
Ellington, the creative energies of the Depression against a backdrop of poverty and economic disaster.

Only yesterday the Great Depression seemed like a bad memory, receding into the hazy distance with little
relevance to our own flush times. Economists assured us that the calamities that befell our grandparents
could not happen again, yet the recent economic meltdown has once again riveted the world’s attention on
the 1930s.

Now, in this timely and long-awaited cultural history, Morris Dickstein, whom Norman Mailer called “one
of our best and most distinguished critics of American literature,” explores the anxiety and hope, the despair
and surprising optimism of a traumatized nation. Dickstein’s fascination springs from his own childhood,
from a father who feared a pink slip every Friday and from his own love of the more exuberant side of the
era: zany screwball comedies, witty musicals, and the lubricious choreography of Busby Berkeley. Whether
analyzing the influence of film, design, literature, theater, or music, Dickstein lyrically demonstrates how the
arts were then so integral to the fabric of American society.

While any lover of American literature knows Fitzgerald and Steinbeck, Dickstein also reclaims the lives of
other novelists whose work offers enduring insights. Nathanael West saw Los Angeles as a vast dream
dump, a Sargasso Sea of tawdry longing that exposed the pinched and disappointed lives of ordinary people,
while Erskine Caldwell, his books Tobacco Road and God’s Little Acre festooned with lurid covers,
provided the most graphic portrayal of rural destitution in the 1930s. Dickstein also immerses us in the
visions of Zora Neale Hurston and Henry Roth, only later recognized for their literary masterpieces.

Just as Dickstein radically transforms our understanding of Depression literature, he explodes the prevailing
myths that 1930s musicals and movies were merely escapist. Whether describing the undertone of sadness
that lurks just below the surface of Cole Porter’s bubbly world or stressing the darker side of Capra’s wildly
popular films, he shows how they delivered a catharsis of pain and an evangel of hope. Dickstein suggests
that the tragic and comic worlds of Broadway and Hollywood preserved a radiance and energy that became a
bastion against social suffering. Dancing in the Dark describes how FDR’s administration recognized the
critical role that the arts could play in enabling “the helpless to become hopeful, the victims to become
agents.” Along with the WPA, the photography unit of the FSA represented a historic partnership between
government and art, and the photographers, among them Walker Evans and Dorothea Lange, created the
defining look of the period.



The symbolic end to this cultural flowering came finally with the New York World’s Fair of 1939–40, a
collective event that presented a vision of the future as a utopia of streamlined modernity and, at long last,
consumer abundance. Retrieving the stories of an entire generation of performers and writers, Dancing in the
Dark shows how a rich, panoramic culture both exposed and helped alleviate the national trauma. This
luminous work is a monumental study of one of America’s most remarkable artistic periods.
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From reader reviews:

Monte Lawson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Dancing in the Dark: A Cultural History of the Great Depression.

Russell Carson:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Dancing in the Dark: A Cultural
History of the Great Depression will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence
if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book
with you?

Joanne Starks:

This book untitled Dancing in the Dark: A Cultural History of the Great Depression to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Darren Billups:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Dancing in the Dark: A Cultural History of the
Great Depression was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Dancing in the
Dark: A Cultural History of the Great Depression has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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