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It is arguably Confucianism, not Communism, which lies at the core of China's deepest sense of self.
Although reviled by Chinese intellectuals of the 1950s-1990s, who spoke of it as 'yellow silt clotting the
arteries of the country', Confucianism has defied eradication, remaining a fundamental part of the nation's
soul for 2500 years. And now, as China assumes greater ascendancy on the world economic stage, it is
making a strong comeback as a pragmatic philosophy of personal as well as corporate transformation,
popular in home, boardroom and in current political discussion. What is this complex system of ideology that
stems from the teachings of a remarkable man called Confucius (Kongzi), who lived in the distant sixth
century BCE? Though he left no writings of his own, the oral teachings recorded by the founder's disciples in
the 'Analects' left a profound mark on later Chinese politics and governance. They outline a system of social
cohesiveness dependent upon personal virtue and self-control. For Confucius, society's harmony relied upon
the appropriate behaviour of each individual within the social hierarchy; and its emphasis on practical ethics
has led many to think of Confucianism as a secular philosophy rather than a religion. In this new,
comprehensive introduction, Ronnie Littlejohn argues rather that Confucianism is profoundly spiritual, and
must be treated as such. He offers full coverage of the tradition's sometimes neglected metaphysics, as well
as its varied manifestations in education, art, literature and culture.

‘China has “arrived”, and Ronnie Littlejohn helps us know this antique culture better. In his entirely
accessible introduction, Littlejohn has done the academy the timely service of resourcing the best
contemporary research in sinology to tell the compelling story of a living Confucianism as it has meandered
through the dynasties to flow down to our present time.’ - Roger T Ames, Professor of Philosophy,
University of Hawai’i
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Hamby:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Confucianism: An Introduction (I.B.
Tauris Introductions to Religion).

Bessie Hall:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Confucianism: An Introduction (I.B. Tauris
Introductions to Religion). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book Confucianism: An Introduction (I.B. Tauris Introductions to Religion). You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Marianne Stromain:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Confucianism: An Introduction
(I.B. Tauris Introductions to Religion) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Rodolfo Born:

The feeling that you get from Confucianism: An Introduction (I.B. Tauris Introductions to Religion) may be
the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Confucianism: An Introduction (I.B. Tauris
Introductions to Religion) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having



this kind of Confucianism: An Introduction (I.B. Tauris Introductions to Religion) instantly.
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