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Sport has been practised in the Greco-Roman world at least since the second millennium BC. It was socially
integrated and was practised in the context of ceremonial performances, physical education and established
local and international competitions including, most famously, the Olympic Games. In recent years, the
continuous re-assessment of old and new evidence in conjunction with the development of new
methodological perspectives have created the need for a fresh examination of central aspects of ancient sport
in a single volume. This book fills that gap in ancient sport scholarship.

When did the ancient Olympics begin? How is sport depicted in the work of the fifth-century historian
Herodotus? What was the association between sport and war in fifth- and fourth-century BC Athens? What
were the social and political implications of the practice of Greek-style sport in third-century BC Ptolemaic
Egypt? How were Roman gladiatorial shows perceived and transformed in the Greek-speaking east? And
what were the conditions of sport participation by boys and girls in ancient Rome? These are some of the
questions that this book, written by an international cast of distinguished scholars on ancient sport, attempts
to answer. Covering a wide chronological and geographical scope (ancient Mediterranean from the early first
millennium BC to fourth century AD), individual articles re-examine old and new evidence, and offer
stimulating, original interpretations of key aspects of ancient sport in its political, military, cultural, social,
ceremonial and ideological setting.

This book was previously published as a special issue of the International Journal of the History of Sport.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Huey:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Sport in the Cultures of the Ancient World: New Perspectives (Sport in
the Global Society).

Lori Barnes:

The actual book Sport in the Cultures of the Ancient World: New Perspectives (Sport in the Global Society)
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

James Hall:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Sport in the Cultures of the Ancient World: New Perspectives
(Sport in the Global Society) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Rose Hilton:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Sport in the Cultures of the Ancient World: New Perspectives (Sport in the Global Society) when you
essential it?
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