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Mother Ann Lee, founder of the Shakers, articulated a vision of a community that embraced sacrifice over
the needs of the individual; the result was one of the most successful utopian experiments of nineteenth-
century America. The Shakers, an idealistic offshoot of the ascetic Quaker religion, grew to as many as six
thousand members in nineteen communities reaching from New England to the Midwest. Lee's experiment,
focused mainly on simplicity, celibate communal living, and sexual equality, provided a model of prosperity
for more than one hundred years. Founded in 1806, Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill, Kentucky, was a thriving
community located in the center of the bluegrass region. After the Civil War, a steadily shrinking
membership resulted in the gradual decline of this remarkable community, and the last remaining Shaker to
reside at Pleasant Hill died in 1923. In the years immediately following, it appeared as though the village
would fall prey to neglect and a lack of historic preservation. In 1961, however, local citizens formed a
private not-for-profit organization to preserve and restore the village and to interpret the rich heritage of the
Pleasant Hill Shakers for future generations. Over several years, and against incredible odds, this group
succeeded in raising the funds necessary for the restoration projects. By 1968, eight buildings at Shakertown,
carefully adapted for modern use while retaining their historical and architectural significance, had been
opened to the public. Thomas Parrish's Restoring Shakertown masterfully explains how the Shaker
settlement was saved from the ravages of time and transformed into a nationally renowned landmark of
historic preservation. In chronicling how the hopes of the early fund-raisers quickly were challenged by the
harsh reality of economic hardships, the book serves as a valuable study in modern philanthropy. Parrish also
details the village's negotiation of legal challenges and how its final plans for creating awareness of the
Shakers' legacy set the standard for later museum developments around the country. In addition to recounting
the remarkable history of the formation and eventual demise of the "Shaking Quakers," Parrish presents a
dramatic chronicle of the village's evolving fortunes. From describing the challenges of financing the
restoration to finding preservation experts to achieve the highest standards of authenticity, Restoring
Shakertown reveals the complexities and rewards of the preservation of one of Kentucky's most significant
historical and architectural sites.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle
to Save the Historic Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people
to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle to Save
the Historic Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill become your starter.

Vicky Penn:

This Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle to Save the Historic Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill is great guide
for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle to Save the Historic Shaker Village of
Pleasant Hill in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Billy Salazar:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle to Save the Historic
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you
have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle to Save the Historic Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill.

Hayden Wright:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle to Save the
Historic Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Restoring Shakertown: The Struggle to Save the Historic Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes



you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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