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In this first interdisciplinary study of all nine of Nobel laureate Toni Morrison’s novels, Evelyn Jaffe
Schreiber investigates how the communal and personal trauma of slavery embedded in the bodies and minds
of its victims lives on through successive generations of African Americans. Approaching trauma from
several cutting-edge theoretical perspectives—psychoanalytic, neurobiological, and cultural and social
theories—Schreiber analyzes the lasting effects of slavery as depicted in Morrison’s work and considers the
almost insurmountable task of recovering from trauma to gain subjectivity. With an innovative application of
neuroscience to literary criticism, Schreiber explains how trauma, whether initiated by physical abuse,
dehumanization, discrimination, exclusion, or abandonment, becomes embedded in both psychic and bodily
circuits. Slavery and its legacy of cultural rejection create trauma on individual, familial, and community
levels, and parents unwittingly transmit their trauma to their children through repetition of their bodily-stored
experiences. Concepts of “home”---whether a physical place, community, or relationship---are reconstructed
through memory to provide a positive a positive self and serve as a healing space for Morrison’s characters.
Remembering and retelling trauma within a supportive community enables trauma victims to move forward
and attain a meaningful subjectivity and selfhood. Through careful analysis of each novel, Schreiber traces
the success or failure of Morrison’s characters to build or rebuild a cohesive self, starting with slavery and
the initial post-slavery generation, and continuing through the twentieth century, with a special focus on the
effects of inherited trauma on children. When characters attempt to escape trauma through physical
relocation, or to project their pain onto others through aggressive behavior or scapegoating, the development
of selfhood falters. Only when trauma is confronted through verbalization and challenged with reparative
images of home, can memories of a positive self overcome the pain of past experiences and cultural
rejection. While the cultural trauma of slavery can never truly disappear, Schreiber argues that memories that
reconstruct a positive self, whether created by people, relationships, a physical place, or concept, help
Morrison’s characters to establish subjectivity. A groundbreaking interdisciplinary work, Schreiber’s book
unites psychoanalytic, neurobiological, and social theories into a full and richly-textured analysis of trauma
and the possibility of healing in Morrison’s novels.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison
(Southern Literary Studies) to read.

Bonnie Boyd:

Often the book Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) will
bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Race, Trauma, and Home
in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Sharon McMichael:

This Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) is great e-book
for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we
can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary
Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Terry McConnell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) when you
desired it?
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