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Perhaps nowhere else has literature been as conscious a collective endeavor as in China, and China's survival
over three thousand years may owe more to its literary traditions than to its political history. This Very Short
Introduction tells the story of Chinese literature from antiquity to the present, focusing on the key role
literary culture played in supporting social and political concerns. Embracing traditional Chinese
understandings of literature as encompassing history and philosophy as well as poetry and poetics,
storytelling, drama, and the novel, Sabina Knight discusses the philosophical foundations of literary culture
as well as literature's power to address historical trauma and cultivate moral and sensual passions. From
ancient historical records through the modernization and globalization of Chinese literature, Knight draws on
lively examples to underscore the close relationship between ethics and aesthetics, as well as the diversity of
Chinese thought. Knight also illuminates the role of elite patronage; the ways literature has served the
interests of specific groups; and questions of canonization, language, nationalism, and cross-cultural
understanding. The book includes Chinese characters for names, titles, and key terms.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Williams:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Chinese Literature: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book
with you?

Charles Smith:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Chinese Literature: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dina Hirsch:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Chinese Literature: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sherry Nicholson:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is actually Chinese Literature: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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