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By definition zombies would be physically and behaviourally just like us, but not conscious. This currently
very influential idea is a threat to all forms of physicalism, and has led some philosophers to give up
physicalism and become dualists. It has also beguiled many physicalists, who feel forced to defend
increasingly convoluted explanations of why the conceivability of zombies is compatible with their
impossibility. Robert Kirk argues that the zombie idea depends on an incoherent view of the nature of
phenomenal consciousness.

His book has two main aims. One is to demolish the zombie idea once and for all. There are plenty of
objections to it in the literature, but they lack intuitive appeal. He offers a striking new argument which
reveals fundamental confusions in the implied conception of consciousness. His other main contribution is to
develop a fresh and original approach to the true nature of phenomenal consciousness. Kirk argues that a
necessary condition is a "basic package" of capacities. An important component of his argument is that the
necessary cognitive capacities are not as sophisticated as is often assumed. By focusing on humbler creatures
than ourselves he avoids some of the distracting complications of our sophisticated forms of cognition.

The basic package does not seem to be sufficient for phenomenal consciousness. What is also needed is
"direct activity"--a special feature of the way the events which constitute incoming perceptual information
affect the system. This is an integrated process, to be conceived of holistically, and contrasts sharply with
what is often called the "availability" or "poisedness" of perceptual information.

This original, penetrating, and highly readable book will be of interest to all who have a serious concern with
the nature of consciousness: not only professional philosophers and students, but also many psychologists
and neuroscientists.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Zombies and Consciousness.

Francisca Varney:

Here thing why this particular Zombies and Consciousness are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Zombies and Consciousness giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Zombies and
Consciousness. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Zombies and Consciousness in e-book can be your choice.

William Rocha:

Beside this specific Zombies and Consciousness in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Zombies
and Consciousness because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Christopher Jaeger:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
Zombies and Consciousness.
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