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“Eliza Factor’s first novel, The Mercury Fountain, explores what happens when a life driven by ideology
confronts implacable truths of science and human nature. It also shows how leaders can inflict damage by
neglecting the real needs of real people. Though the action takes place between 1900 and 1923, the
resonance feel alarmingly contemporary. . . Factor counters convention with a sharp sense of character,
evocative subplots and the dangerous allure of mercury itself.”
--New York Times Book Review

"Factor develops her characters in entertaining ways while building a novel of social realism."
--Kirkus Reviews

Set in a remote stretch of desert near the border of west Texas and Mexico at the turn of the twentieth
century, this story follows the pursuits of Owen Scraperton as he struggles to establish Pristina, a
utopian community based on mercury mining that aims to resolve the great questions of labor and
race. As age, love, and experience cause Owen to modify his original vision, his fiercely idealistic
daughter Victoria remains true to Pristina's founding principles—setting them up for a major conflict
that captures the imagination of the entire town. The Mercury Fountain combines realistic modern
writing with elements from American and Greco-Roman mythology, taking its cue from Mercury, the
most slippery and mischievous of gods, who rules over science, commerce, eloquence, and thievery.

Eliza Factor was born in 1968 in Boston, Massachusetts, and currently resides in Brooklyn, New York.
The Mercury Fountain is her debut novel.
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From reader reviews:

Linnie Martinez:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book.
One of them is this The Mercury Fountain.

Emma Latshaw:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Mercury Fountain can be fine book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Corinne Schlegel:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Mercury Fountain the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The
Mercury Fountain giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

David Baxter:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The Mercury Fountain
provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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