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A central issue in contemporary philosophy is the problem of the self. Is it some kind of real entity or a very
convincing illusion? Drawing on the work of two leading philosophers, Daniel Dennett and Paul Ricoeur,
philosopher Joan McCarthy examines how each of these thinkers casts the self in narrative terms.

McCarthy begins with Dennett’s naturalist objectivist account of the narrative self. Specifically, she
considers Dennett’s use of the language of computer programming and his version of the self as a kind of
downloadable software package, a useful theoretical fiction yet one that is not real in any scientifically
acceptable sense. She poses some objections to his naturalist approach to the problem of human selfhood.

Turning to Ricoeur, she assesses his phenomenological-hermeneutic account of the self as a culturally
mediated narrative unity. In comparing Ricoeur’s concept of self as an embodied character (as in a play or
novel) woven from the many plots of a single life to Dennett’s neuroscientific model, McCarthy ultimately
finds Ricoeur’s approach more comprehensive. The key advantage of Ricoeur’s interpretation is that it
focuses, not on things, but on relationships between peculiarly human activities, such as developing long-
term projects or making promises. She criticizes Dennett’s excessive objectivism as being too narrow to
account for the richness and many-faceted aspects of human life.

Finally she makes links with other contemporary scholars who are deploying theories of narrative selfhood in
order to address questions of moral agency in a new light. This new approach to ethical issues, narrative
ethics, is currently the subject of much debate in bioethical literature.
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From reader reviews:

Elsie Canada:

The ability that you get from Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self (Contemporary Studies in
Philosophy and the Human Sciences) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self (Contemporary Studies in Philosophy and the Human
Sciences) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self (Contemporary Studies in Philosophy and the Human
Sciences) instantly.

Jeanne Pratt:

Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self (Contemporary Studies in Philosophy and the Human Sciences)
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self (Contemporary Studies in
Philosophy and the Human Sciences) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Daniel White:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self
(Contemporary Studies in Philosophy and the Human Sciences) e-book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still question Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self (Contemporary Studies in Philosophy and the
Human Sciences) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Vincent Espinoza:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy



your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Dennett and Ricoeur on the Narrative Self (Contemporary Studies in Philosophy and
the Human Sciences) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.
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