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The territory of Napa County, California, contains more than grapevines. The deepest roots belong to
Wappo-speaking peoples, a group whose history has since been buried by the stories of Spanish colonizers,
Californios (today's Latinos), African Americans, Chinese immigrants, and Euro Americans. Napa's history
clearly is one of co-existence; yet, its schoolbooks tell a linear story that climaxes with the arrival of Euro
Americans. In "This Land was Mexican Once," Linda Heidenreich excavates Napa's subaltern voices and
histories to tell a complex, textured local history with important implications for the larger American West,
as well.

Heidenreich is part of a new generation of scholars who are challenging not only the old, Euro-American
depiction of California, but also the linear method of historical storytelling—a method that inevitably favors
the last man writing. She first maps the overlapping histories that comprise Napa's past, then examines how
the current version came to dominate—or even erase—earlier events. So while history, in Heidenreich's
words, may be "the stuff of nation-building," it can also be "the stuff of resistance." Chapters are interspersed
with "source breaks"—raw primary sources that speak for themselves and interrupt the linear, Euro-
American telling of Napa's history. Such an inclusive approach inherently acknowledges the connections
Napa's peoples have to the rest of the region, for the linear history that marginalizes minorities is not unique
to Napa. Latinos, for instance, have populated the American West for centuries, and are still shaping its
future. In the end, "This Land was Mexican Once" is more than the story of Napa, it is a multidimensional
model for reflecting a multicultural past.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The This Land Was Mexican Once: Histories of
Resistance from Northern California (Chicana Matters (Paperback)) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Ashley McKay:

This Land Was Mexican Once: Histories of Resistance from Northern California (Chicana Matters
(Paperback)) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing This Land Was Mexican Once: Histories of Resistance from Northern
California (Chicana Matters (Paperback)) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Anderson Austin:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be This Land Was Mexican Once: Histories of Resistance
from Northern California (Chicana Matters (Paperback)) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Earl Wright:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like This
Land Was Mexican Once: Histories of Resistance from Northern California (Chicana Matters (Paperback))
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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