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How can we account for the "Book of the Law" suddenly being discovered during Josiah's renovation of the
temple (2 Chron 34:14)? We know from Egypt and Mesopotamia that it was common to seal important
documents--including theological documents--in the masonry or foundations of a palace or temple in order to
inform a future king who might undertake restoration of the building.

What might the psalmist have had in mind when praising God for removing our transgressions "as far as the
east is from the west" (Ps 103:12)? In an Egyptian hymn to Amun-Re, the deity is praised for his judgment
of the guilty. As a result of the god's discernment the guilty are assigned to the east and the righteous to the
west.

What is meant by God "weighing the heart" (Prov 21:2)? In Egyptian religious tradition we find the notion
of the dead being judged before the gods. As the soul is examined, the dead person's heart is weighed in a
scale against a feather symbolizing Truth. If the answers are correct and the heart does not outweigh the
feather, the soul may enter the realm of everlasting life.

The narratives, genealogies, laws, poetry, proverbs and prophecies of the Old Testament are deeply rooted in
history. Archaeologists, historians and social scientists have greatly advanced our knowledge of the ancient
world of the Bible. When we illuminate the stories of Abraham or David, the imagery of the Psalms or
Proverbs, or the prophecies of Isaiah or Jeremiah with this backlight of culture and history, these texts spring
to new life.

The unique commentary joins The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament in providing
historical, social and cultural background for each passage of the Old Testament. From Genesis through
Malachi, this single volume gathers and condenses an abundance of specialized knowledge--making it
available and accessible to ordinary readers of the Old Testament. Expert scholars John Walton, Victor
Matthews and Mark Chavalas have included along with the fruits of their research and collaboration

a glossary of historical terms, ancient peoples, texts and inscriptions●

maps and charts of important historical resources●

expanded explanations of significant background issues●

introductory essays on each book of the Old Testament●

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament will enrich your experience of the Old Testament--
and your teaching and preaching from Scripture--in a way that no other commentary can do.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Williams:

This The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. That The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry
The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament can bring when you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament having great arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ann Edwards:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: Old Testament suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testamentis the
main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Richard Dutton:

The particular book The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old
Testament is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Joseph Mesta:

The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The IVP Bible
Background Commentary: Old Testament however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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