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Most Sub-Saharan African countries try to promote rural electrification through both centralized and
decentralized approaches. This guide focuses on the decentralized approach, providing practical guidance on
how small power producers and mini-grid operators can deliver both electrification and renewable energy in
rural areas. It describes four basic types of on- and off-grid small power producers, as well as several hybrid
combinations that are emerging in Africa and elsewhere. The guide highlights the ground-level regulatory
and policy questions that must be answered by electricity regulators, rural energy agencies, and ministries to
promote commercially sustainable investments by private operators and community organizations.

Among the practical questions addressed is how to design and implement retail tariffs, quality of service
standards, feed-in tariffs, and backup tariffs. The guide also analyzes the regulatory implementation issues
triggered by donor grants and so-called top-up payments. It provides a primer for nonengineers on
interconnection and operating standards for small power producers connected to main grids and isolated
mini-grids. It analyzes whether the option of small power distributors, used widely in Asia, could be
employed in Sub-Saharan Africa, and addresses two often ignored questions: what to do 'when the big grid
connects to the little grid' and how to practice light-handed regulation. Finally, the guide considers the
threshold question of when to regulate and when to deregulate tariffs. All these implementation issues are
presented with specific ground-level options and recommendations rather than just general pronouncements.

In addition, to make the discussion more useful to practitioners, the guide provides numerous real-world
examples of successful and unsuccessful regulatory and policy actions taken in Kenya, South Africa, and
Tanzania, as well as Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. Many of the decisions are inherently controversial
because they directly affect the economic interests of investors and consumers. The guide highlights rather
than hides these real-world controversies by drawing upon candid comments of key stakeholders—national
utility managers, mini-grid operators, government officials, and and consumers.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Rogers:

The book From the Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and
Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in Development) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book From the
Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy
in Africa (Directions in Development) to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
available and read a book From the Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver
Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in Development). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Charles Bryce:

The book untitled From the Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver
Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in Development) is the book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language
that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of From the Bottom Up: How Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids
Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in Development) from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Bruce Herrera:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like From the Bottom Up: How Small
Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in
Development) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Donald Purcell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific From the Bottom Up: How Small Power
Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa (Directions in
Development) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter



that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have From the Bottom Up: How
Small Power Producers and Mini-Grids Can Deliver Electrification and Renewable Energy in Africa
(Directions in Development).
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