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Question: What does Salinger's The Catcher in the Rye (1951) have in common with Goethe's The Sorrows
of Young Werther (1774)? Answer: Actually a great deal. They are classics of cult fiction and share many
attributes. Cult fiction is a reader-created genre. A cult book can appear within any type of literary genre--for
instance, romance, mystery, science fiction--but will achieve cult status only on the basis of reader response.
It has qualities that speak to a reader, who may feel that it has been written for him or her alone; yet this very
personal appeal is widespread, and such a book may grow in popularity almost as an underground
movement, inspiring a generation of readers and sometimes enduring as a mainstream classic. Though
amazingly diverse, such books also have astonishing commonalities pervasive enough to qualify them as
comprising a genre.

Classic Cult Fiction is a history, analysis, and reference guide to books that have become bibles to
generations of Europeans and Americans over the past two hundred years. Though canon formation is an
awesome prospect, sure to lead to challenges by scholars and readers alike, author Thomas Whissen
fearlessly identifies the top fifty classic cult books, first presenting an informed and witty interpretation of
the phenomenon and its characteristics with examples from different cultures and periods. Cult fiction is
shown to be a product of the Romantic movement and a reflection of the persistent romantic temperament in
Western civilization. The work offers insights into the mentality of the Golden Age of Cult Fiction, the
1960s, by analyzing the cult books that both influenced the age and were influenced by it. The fifty
individual works are each discussed relative to time and place, impact, and audience psychology and
analyzed in terms of common cult attributes. A chronological listing of cult fiction adds a number of titles
not chosen for the top fifty. An original approach to criticism, this literary companion argues the case for cult
fiction as a distinct genre and offers fifty fresh and thought provoking essays to back up the contention.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult
Literature. Try to face the book Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult Literature as your buddy.
It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Laura Hargis:

This book untitled Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult Literature to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

The reserve with title Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult Literature has a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

John Stewart:

Precisely why? Because this Classic Cult Fiction: A Companion to Popular Cult Literature is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.
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