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In the 1930s, fewer than one in one hundred U.S. labor union members were African American. By 1980, the
figure was more than one in five. Black and Blue explores the politics and history that led to this dramatic
integration of organized labor. In the process, the book tells a broader story about how the Democratic Party
unintentionally sowed the seeds of labor's decline.

The labor and civil rights movements are the cornerstones of the Democratic Party, but for much of the
twentieth century these movements worked independently of one another. Paul Frymer argues that as
Democrats passed separate legislation to promote labor rights and racial equality they split the issues of class
and race into two sets of institutions, neither of which had enough authority to integrate the labor movement.

From this division, the courts became the leading enforcers of workplace civil rights, threatening unions with
bankruptcy if they resisted integration. The courts' previously unappreciated power, however, was also a
problem: in diversifying unions, judges and lawyers enfeebled them financially, thus democratizing through
destruction. Sharply delineating the double-edged sword of state and legal power, Black and Blue chronicles
an achievement that was as problematic as it was remarkable, and that demonstrates the deficiencies of race-
and class-based understandings of labor, equality, and power in America.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Cunningham:

Within other case, little people like to read book Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement,
and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International,
and Comparative Perspectives). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a book Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the
Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and
Comparative Perspectives). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Cheryl Waller:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor
Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives). All type of book would you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Felicia Sharpton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Black and Blue: African Americans, the
Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) had been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Black
and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton
Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) is not only giving you
much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Black and Blue: African Americans,
the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives). You never sense lose out for everything if you read
some books.



Randolph Urban:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Black and Blue:
African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in
American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives).
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