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In this major reassessment of Japanese imperialism in Asia, Mark Driscoll foregrounds the role of human life
and labor. Drawing on subaltern postcolonial studies and Marxism, he directs critical attention to the
peripheries, where figures including Chinese coolies, Japanese pimps, trafficked Japanese women, and
Korean tenant farmers supplied the vital energy that drove Japan's empire. He identifies three phases of
Japan's capitalist expansion, each powered by distinct modes of capturing and expropriating life and labor:
biopolitics (1895–1914), neuropolitics (1920–32), and necropolitics (1935-45). During the first phase,
Japanese elites harnessed the labor of marginalized subjects as Japan colonized Taiwan, Korea, and south
Manchuria, and sent hustlers and sex workers into China to expand its market hegemony. Linking the
deformed bodies laboring in the peripheries with the "erotic-grotesque" media in the metropole, Driscoll
centers the second phase on commercial sexology, pornography, and detective stories in Tokyo to argue that
by 1930, capitalism had colonized all aspects of human life: not just labor practices but also consumers’
attention and leisure time. Focusing on Japan's Manchukuo colony in the third phase, he shows what happens
to the central figures of biopolitics as they are subsumed under necropolitical capitalism: coolies become
forced laborers, pimps turn into state officials and authorized narcotraffickers, and sex workers become
"comfort women". Driscoll concludes by discussing Chinese fiction written inside Manchukuo, describing
the everyday violence unleashed by necropolitics.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Absolute Erotic, Absolute Grotesque: The
Living, Dead, and Undead in Japan's Imperialism, 1895–1945 is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Norris Patterson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Absolute Erotic, Absolute Grotesque: The Living, Dead,
and Undead in Japan's Imperialism, 1895–1945 as your daily resource information.

David Paras:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
is Absolute Erotic, Absolute Grotesque: The Living, Dead, and Undead in Japan's Imperialism, 1895–1945
this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all
of you.

Ann Ginsberg:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Absolute Erotic, Absolute Grotesque: The Living,
Dead, and Undead in Japan's Imperialism, 1895–1945 or maybe others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their



knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Absolute Erotic, Absolute
Grotesque: The Living, Dead, and Undead in Japan's Imperialism, 1895–1945 to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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