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As the Grim Reaper pulls a student out of class to be a “victim” of drunk driving in a program called “Every
15 Minutes,” Montana Miller observes the ritual through a folklorist’s lens. Playing Dead examines why
hundreds of American schools and communities each year organize these mock tragedies without any
national sponsorship or coordination. Often, the event is complete with a staged accident in the parking lot, a
life-flight helicopter, and faux eulogies for the “dead” students read in school assemblies. Grounding her
research in play theory, frame theory, and theory of folk drama, Miller investigates key aspects of this
emergent tradition, paying particular attention to its unplanned elements—enabled by the performance’s
spontaneous nature and the participants’ tendency to stray from the intended frame. Miller examines such
variations in terms of the program as a whole, analyzing its continued popularity and weighing its success as
perceived by participants. Her fieldwork reveals a surprising aspect of Every 15 Minutes that typical studies
of ritual do not include: It can be fun. Playing Dead is volume two of the series Ritual, Festival, and
Celebration, edited by Jack Santino.
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

The book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies
(Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and
Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) to become
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a reserve Playing Dead: Mock
Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Neil Myers:

The book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies
(Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and
Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration)? A number
of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk
Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Pamelia Thompson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and
Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual, Festival, and Celebration) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

William Luke:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In



this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Playing Dead: Mock Trauma and Folk Drama in Staged High School Drunk Driving Tragedies (Ritual,
Festival, and Celebration) when you essential it?
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