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In theological discourse, argues Hugh Nicholson, the political goes "all the way down." One never reaches a
bedrock level of politically neutral religious facts, because all theological discourse - even the most sublime,
edifying, and "spiritual"--is shot through with polemical elements.

Liberal theologies, from the Christian fulfillment theology of the nineteenth century to the pluralist theology
of the twentieth, have assumed that religious writings attain spiritual truth and sublimity despite any
polemical elements they might contain. Through his analysis and comparison of the Christian mystical
theologian Meister Eckhart and his Hindu counterpart ?aSkara, Nicholson arrives at a very different
conclusion. Polemical elements may in fact constitute the creative source of the expressive power of
religious discourses. Wayne Proudfoot has argued that mystical discourses embody a set of rules that repel
any determinate understanding of the ineffable object or experience they purport to describe. In Comparative
Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry, Nicholson suggests that this principle of negation is
connected, perhaps through a process of abstraction and sublimation, with the need to distinguish oneself
from one's intra- and/or inter-religious adversaries.

Nicholson proposes a new model of comparative theology that recognizes and confronts one of the most
urgent cultural and political issues of our time: namely, the "return of the political" in the form of anti-
secular and fundamentalist movements around the world. This model acknowledges the ineradicable nature
of an oppositional dimension of religious discourse, while honoring and even advancing the liberal project of
curtailing intolerance and prejudice in the sphere of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry
(AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion).

Bernice Bland:

This Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study
of Religion) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason
of this Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and Theory in the
Study of Religion) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR
Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Candace Arroyo:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR
Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Ellis Pauling:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Comparative Theology and the Problem of
Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy



book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Comparative Theology
and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion) can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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