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Most Americans admire the determination and drive of artists, athletes, and CEOs, but they seem to despise
similar ambition in their elected officials. The structure of political representation and the separation of
powers detailed in the United States Constitution were intended to restrain self-interested ambition. Because
not all citizens have a desire to rule, republican democracies must choose leaders from pools of ambitious
candidates while trying to prevent those same people from exploiting public power to dominate the less
ambitious.

Ambition in America: Political Power and the Collapse of Citizenship is an engaging examination of this
rarely studied yet significant phenomenon. Author Jeffrey A. Becker explores how American political
institutions have sought to guide, inspire, and constrain citizens' ambitions to power. Detailing the Puritans'
government by "moral community," the Founders' attempts to curtail ambition, the influence of Jacksonian
populism, and twentieth-century party politics, Becker presents an unfolding drama that culminates in a
spirited discussion of the deficiencies in the current political system.This groundbreaking work reassesses
the value and role of ambition in politics in order to identify the beliefs and practices that threaten self-
government, as well as those that can strengthen democratic politics.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

This book untitled Ambition in America: Political Power and the Collapse of Citizenship to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Michael Milliner:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Ambition in
America: Political Power and the Collapse of Citizenship, you are able to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Stuart Perez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Ambition in America: Political Power and the
Collapse of Citizenship can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Ambition in
America: Political Power and the Collapse of Citizenship.

Jonathan Ouzts:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Ambition in America: Political Power and the Collapse of
Citizenship was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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