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Who of us cannot remember the pain and humiliation of being rejected by our classmates? However thick-
skinned or immune to such assaults we may become as adults, the memory of those early exclusions is as
palpable to each of us today as it is common to human experience. We remember the uncertainty of
separating from our home and entering school as strangers and, more than the relief of making friends, we
recall the cruel moments of our own isolation as well as those children we knew were destined to remain
strangers.
In this book Vivian Paley employs a unique strategy to probe the moral dimensions of the classroom. She
departs from her previous work by extending her analysis to children through the fifth grade, all the while
weaving remarkable fairy tale into her narrative description. Paley introduces a new rule?“You can’t say you
can’t play”?to her kindergarten classroom and solicits the opinions of older children regarding the fairness of
such a rule. We hear from those who are rejected as well as those who do the rejecting. One child, objecting
to the rule, says, “It will be fairer, but how are we going to have any fun?” Another child defends the
principle of classroom bosses as a more benign way of excluding the unwanted.
In a brilliant twist, Paley mixes fantasy and reality, and introduces a new voice into the debate: Magpie, a
magical bird, who brings lonely people to a place where a full share of the sun is rightfully theirs. Myth and
morality begin to proclaim the same message and the schoolhouse will be the crucible in which the new
order is tried. A struggle ensues and even the Magpie stories cannot avoid the scrutiny of this merciless pack
of social philosophers who will not be easily caught in a morality tale.
You Can’t Say You Can’t Play speaks to some of our most deeply held beliefs. Is exclusivity part of human
nature? Can we legislate fairness and still nurture creativity and individuality? Can children be freed from
the habit of rejection? These are some of the questions. The answers are to be found in the words of Paley’s
schoolchildren and in the wisdom of their teacher who respectfully listens to them.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Spear:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book You Can't Say You Can't Play. All
type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Tamica Harris:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this You Can't Say You Can't Play
book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Edwin Ashford:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely You Can't Say You Can't Play.

Jimmy Miller:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is referred to as of book You Can't Say You Can't Play. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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