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"Wendy Lesser's extraordinary alertness, intelligence, and curiosity have made her one of America's most
significant cultural critics," writes Stephen Greenblatt. In Why I Read, Lesser draws on a lifetime of pleasure
reading and decades of editing one of the most distinguished literary magazines in the country, The
Threepenny Review, to describe her love of literature. As Lesser writes in her prologue, "Reading can result
in boredom or transcendence, rage or enthusiasm, depression or hilarity, empathy or contempt, depending on
who you are and what the book is and how your life is shaping up at the moment you encounter it."

Here the reader will discover a definition of literature that is as broad as it is broad-minded. In addition to
novels and stories, Lesser explores plays, poems, and essays along with mysteries, science fiction, and
memoirs. As she examines these works from such perspectives as "Character and Plot," "Novelty,"
"Grandeur and Intimacy," and "Authority," Why I Read sparks an overwhelming desire to put aside quotidian
tasks in favor of reading. Lesser's passion for this pursuit resonates on every page, whether she is discussing
the book as a physical object or a particular work's influence. "Reading literature is a way of reaching back to
something bigger and older and different," she writes. "It can give you the feeling that you belong to the past
as well as the present, and it can help you realize that your present will someday be someone else's past. This
may be disheartening, but it can also be strangely consoling at times."

A book in the spirit of E. M. Forster's Aspects of the Novel and Elizabeth Hardwick's A View of My Own,
Why I Read is iconoclastic, conversational, and full of insight. It will delight those who are already avid
readers as well as neophytes in search of sheer literary fun.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books.
All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Brown:

The publication with title Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books includes a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

James Boyett:

Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Why I Read: The
Serious Pleasure of Books yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Diana Keller:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which
filled update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just seeking the Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of Books when you needed it?
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