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A Reconstruction of Ptolemy I’s History of Alexander’s Conquests, a Primary Source Cited in Later Books
That Disappeared More Than One Thousand Years Ago

Alexander the Great is well known as one of the first great empire builders of the ancient world. Among
those fellow Macedonian officers who accompanied Alexander in his epic conquests from Greece to India
was Ptolemy Lagides. Ptolemy served alongside Alexander from the Persian defeat at the Battle of Issus in
modern-day Turkey and the journey to find the oracle that proclaimed Alexander to be Zeus incarnate, to the
Battle of the Hydaspes River in 326 BC that opened India to the West. Following Alexander’s death,
Ptolemy gained control of Egypt where he founded the dynasty in his name, created the great library of
Alexandria, and was patron of the mathematician Euclid. Sometime during his rule in Egypt, Ptolemy wrote
a history of Alexander’s conquests. Although it is probable that Ptolemy enhanced his own importance,
sources indicate that it was regarded as an accurate and even-handed account of the campaigns of Alexander.
However, Ptolemy’s book was lost—perhaps with the destruction of the library he founded—and not even an
original fragment has survived. His book, however, was acknowledged as a primary source of information
for later Roman historians.

            In The Lost Book of Alexander the Great, Andrew Young explores the world of ancient writings
about the Macedonian leader in order to determine whether any of Ptolemy’s writings can be recovered.
Inspired by Stephen Greenblatt’s distinguished biography of Shakespeare, Will in the World, and written for
the general reader, the author uses literary forensics to suggest which parts of later books about Alexander
the Great, most notably the account by Arrian of Nicomedia, might be the words of Ptolemy. In addition to
separating later Roman sensibilities from the original Greek of Ptolemy, the author re-creates the famous
library of Alexandria, and takes the reader along on Alexander’s conquests as closely as we can to how
Ptolemy may have recounted them.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Jensen:

This The Lost Book of Alexander the Great book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Lost Book of Alexander the Great without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Lost Book of Alexander the Great can bring
whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Lost Book of Alexander the Great having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Joni Griffith:

This The Lost Book of Alexander the Great is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Lost
Book of Alexander the Great in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Valerie Garrison:

The book untitled The Lost Book of Alexander the Great contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Livia Wilder:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Lost Book of Alexander the Great can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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