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The authenticity of visual art has always commanded the attention of experts, dealers, collectors, and the art-
minded public. Is it "real" or "original" is a way of asking what am I buying? What do I own? What am I
looking at? And today more sophisticated questions are being asked: How is authenticity determined and
what weight does this determination have in court? This book of essays proposes to answer those questions.

Three lines of inquiry are basic to determining authenticity: a connoisseur's evaluation, historical
documentation or provenance, and scientific testing. A connoisseur is an expert who evaluates the
"rightness" of a work based on much careful scrutiny of many works by an artist and familiarity with that
artist's usual manner of working with materials. In determining provenance, a researcher traces the physical
object from the artist through a chain of ownership to the present owner--simple enough in concept, though it
assumes that the documentation is not faked or inaccurate. The goal is to ensure that the object is the same
one that left the artist's hand. Scientific testing, although sometimes useful, is often longer on promise than
result. Dating paint or wood samples, for instance, can show that a painting was made in Rembrandt's
lifetime, but it cannot prove that it is by Rembrandt's hand. If expert opinion is divided, and large sums of
money are involved, a dispute over authenticity may end up in a court of law, where evaluation of expert
opinion evidence can be problematic.

The essays in this book clarify the nature of the methods outlined above and explain, based on case law, the
present status of authentication issues in court. Contributors include experts from Christie's, London;
Sotheby's, New York; and the former director of the Frick Collection; as well as leading art historians and art
dealers; an art conservator; a forensic graphologist; a philanthropist and collector; and a specialist in French
art law. Their collective knowledge on issues of authenticity will be invaluable for anyone interested in the
world of visual art.
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From reader reviews:

John Silverstein:

The book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make reading a book The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual
Arts for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide The Expert
versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ollie Nadeau:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Expert versus the Object:
Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual Arts is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Martin Norwood:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False
Attributions in the Visual Arts can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book
you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? We should have The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in the Visual
Arts.

Ali Ellison:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve The Expert versus the Object: Judging Fakes and False Attributions in
the Visual Arts was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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