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Nicholas Whittaker’s much-loved classic recollects the long sunny days of his childhood when, notepad in
hand, jam sandwiches in the duffel bag, he happily spent his time jotting down train numbers during the
Indian summer of steam and the heyday of diesel.

Whittaker returns to his roots in this updated edition, casting a sceptical eye over recent developments,
catching up with old acquaintances and considering the toll that half a century of ridicule and a couple of
decades of privatisation have wrought upon his beloved pastime.

As Andrew Martin notes in his Foreword, this is ‘one of the best books ever written about rail enthusiasm’.
Equally it is a poetically written memoir of growing up in a more innocent age, a hymn to British
eccentricity and to the virtues of observing the world around you: ‘Spotters – of trains, planes, buses or birds
– are a last redoubt for something rapidly vanishing from our lives: looking outward, seeing, observing.
People notice things less and less these days, while watching things more and more.’

Praise for the first edition:

‘An elegy: for the steam trains already vanishing when Whittaker’s hobby began in 1964; for the short-lived
diesel age which followed; for an era of near innocence.’ Times Literary Supplement

‘Whittaker writes with humour and considerable evocative power … For anyone who will admit to having a
childhood brush with this now derided hobby, Platform Souls brings it all rushing back.’ Independent

‘Destined to become the Fever Pitch of the sidings and embankments’ Publishing News
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From reader reviews:

James Barclay:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Platform Souls: The Trainspotter
as 20th-Century Hero. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Patsy Phan:

The reserve with title Platform Souls: The Trainspotter as 20th-Century Hero includes a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Thomas Schwan:

Why? Because this Platform Souls: The Trainspotter as 20th-Century Hero is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Shawn Mathison:

Platform Souls: The Trainspotter as 20th-Century Hero can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Platform Souls:
The Trainspotter as 20th-Century Hero yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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