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In the mid-1990s, as many as one million North Koreans died in one of the worst famines of the twentieth
century. The socialist food distribution system collapsed primarily because of a misguided push for self-
reliance, but was compounded by the regime's failure to formulate a quick response-including the blocking
of desperately needed humanitarian relief.

As households, enterprises, local party organs, and military units tried to cope with the economic collapse, a
grassroots process of marketization took root. However, rather than embracing these changes, the North
Korean regime opted for tentative economic reforms with ambiguous benefits and a self-destructive foreign
policy. As a result, a chronic food shortage continues to plague North Korea today.

In their carefully researched book, Stephan Haggard and Marcus Noland present the most comprehensive
and penetrating account of the famine to date, examining not only the origins and aftermath of the crisis but
also the regime's response to outside aid and the effect of its current policies on the country's economic
future. Their study begins by considering the root causes of the famine, weighing the effects of the decline in
the availability of food against its poor distribution. Then it takes a close look at the aid effort, addressing the
difficulty of monitoring assistance within the country, and concludes with an analysis of current economic
reforms and strategies of engagement.

North Korea's famine exemplified the depredations that can arise from tyrannical rule and the dilemmas such
regimes pose for the humanitarian community, as well as the obstacles inherent in achieving economic and
political reform. To reveal the state's culpability in this tragic event is a vital project of historical recovery,
one that is especially critical in light of our current engagement with the "North Korean question."
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From reader reviews:

John Jacquez:

Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Famine in North
Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn
you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Cary Barrett:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Famine in North Korea:
Markets, Aid, and Reform or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

June Whitaker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform.

Donald Corbett:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform when you essential it?
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