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The end of the Cold War ushered in a moment of nearly pure American dominance on the world stage, yet
that era now seems ages ago. Since 9/11 many informed commentators have focused on the relative decline
of American power in the global system. While some have welcomed this as a salutary development,
outspoken proponents of American power--particularly neoconservatives--have lamented this turn of events.
As Jeanne Morefield argues in Empires Without Imperialism, the defenders of a liberal international order
steered by the US have both invoked nostalgia for a golden liberal past and succumbed to amnesia, forgetting
the decidedly illiberal trajectory of US continental and global expansion. Yet as she shows, the US is not the
first liberal hegemon to experience a wave of misguided nostalgia for a bygone liberal order; England had a
remarkably similar experience in the early part of the twentieth century. The empires of the US and the
United Kingdom were different in character--the UK's was territorially based while the US relied more on
pure economic power--yet both nations mouthed the rhetoric of free markets and political liberty. And elites
in both painted pictures of the past in which first England and then the US advanced the cause of economic
and political liberty throughout the world.

Morefield contends that at the times of their decline, elites in both nations utilized the attributes of an
imagined past to essentialize the nature of the liberal state. Working from that framework, they bemoaned
the possibility of liberalism's decline and suggested a return to a true liberal order as a solution to current
woes. By treating liberalism as fixed through time, however, they actively forgot their illiberal pasts as
colonizers and economic imperialists. According to Morefield, these nostalgic narratives generate a cynical
'politics in the passive' where the liberal state gets to have it both ways: it is both compelled to act imperially
to save the world from illiberalism and yet is never responsible for the outcome of its own illiberal actions in
the world or at home.

By comparing the practice and memory of liberalism in early nineteenth century England and the
contemporary United States, Empires Without Imperialism addresses a major gap in the literature. While
there are many examinations of current neoliberal imperialism by critical theorists as well as analyses of
liberal imperialism by scholars of the history of political thought, no one has of yet combined the two
approaches. It thus provides a much fuller picture of the rhetorical strategies behind liberal imperialist uses
of history. At the same time, the book challenges presentist assumptions about the novelty of our current
political moment.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Hanley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American Decline and the
Politics of Deflection. Try to make the book Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American Decline and the
Politics of Deflection as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Joyce Loza:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American Decline and the Politics
of Deflection this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
ideal all of you.

Megan Fairbanks:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Empires Without Imperialism:
Anglo-American Decline and the Politics of Deflection or even others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American
Decline and the Politics of Deflection to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Richard Zhang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that



reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Empires Without
Imperialism: Anglo-American Decline and the Politics of Deflection.
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