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From the beginning of the twentieth century to World War II, farm wife May Lyford Davis kept a daily

chronicle that today offers a window into a way of life that has all but disappeared. May and her husband

Elmo lived through two decades of prosperity, the Great Depression, and two World Wars in their

Midwestern farming community. Like many women of her time, Davis kept diaries that captured the

everyday events of the family farm; she also kept meticulous farming accounts. In doing so, she left an

extraordinary record that reflects not only her own experiences but also the history of early twentieth-century

American agriculture.

 

May and Elmo’s story, engagingly told by Carrie A. Meyer, showcases the large-scale evolution of

agriculture from horses to automobile and tractors, a surprisingly vibrant family and community life, and the

business of commercial farming. Details such as what items were bought and sold, what was planted and

harvested, the temperature and rainfall, births and deaths, and the direction of the wind are gathered to reveal

a rich picture of a world shared by many small farmers.

 

With sustainable and small-scale farming again on the rise in the United States, Days on the Family Farm

resonates with both the profound and mundane aspects of rural life—past and present—in the Midwest.

 

Carrie A. Meyer is associate professor of economics at George Mason University.
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Days on the Family Farm: From the Golden Age through the Great
Depression book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer associated with Days on the Family Farm: From the Golden Age through the
Great Depression content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking
Days on the Family Farm: From the Golden Age through the Great Depression is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Crystal Dewitt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Days on the Family Farm: From the Golden Age through the Great
Depression why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Andrea Quirk:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Days on the Family Farm: From the
Golden Age through the Great Depression can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Douglas Gibson:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Days on the Family Farm: From the Golden Age through the Great
Depression can make you sense more interested to read.
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