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At the forefront of a new era in American history, Briggs v. Elliott was one of the first five school
segregation lawsuits argued consecutively before the U.S. Supreme Court in 1952. The resulting collective
1954 landmark decision, known as Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, struck down legalized
segregation in American public schools. The genesis of Briggs was in 1947, when the black community of
Clarendon County, South Carolina, took action against the abysmally poor educational services provided for
their children. In a move that would define him as an early—although unsung—champion for civil rights
justice, Joseph A. De Laine, a pastor and school principal, led his neighbors to challenge South Carolina's
"separate but equal" practice of racial segregation in public schools. Their lawsuit, Briggs, provided the
impetus that led to Brown.

In this engrossing memoir, Ophelia De Laine Gona, the daughter of Reverend De Laine, becomes the first to
cite and credit adequately the forces responsible for filing Briggs. Based on De Laine's writings and papers,
witness testimonies, and the author's personal knowledge, Gona's account fills a gap in civil rights history by
providing a poignant insider's view of the events and personalities—including NAACP attorney Thurgood
Marshall and federal district judge J. Waties Waring—central to this trailblazing case.

Though De Laine and the brave parents who filed Briggs v. Elliott initially lost their lawsuit in district court,
the case grew in significance when the plaintiffs appealed the decision to the U.S. Supreme Court. Three
years after the appeal, the Briggs case was one of the five lawsuits that shared the historic Brown decision.
However, the ruling did not prevent De Laine and his family from suffering vicious reprisals from vindictive
white citizens. In 1955, after he was shot at and his church was burned to the ground, De Laine prudently
fled South Carolina in order to save his life. He died in exile in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1974. Fifty
years after the Supreme Court's decision, De Laine was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in
recognition of his role in reshaping the American civil rights landscape.

Those interested in justice, human rights, and leadership, as well as in the civil rights movement and South
Carolina social history, will be fascinated by this inspiring tale of how one man's unassailable moral
character, raw courage, and steely fortitude inspired a group of humble people to become instruments of
change and set in motion a corrective force that revolutionized the laws and social practices of a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Cromwell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Dawn of
Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have other opinion?

Shanika Jeans:

The book Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Dawn of
Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like wide open and read a publication Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Tom Copper:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Dawn of
Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliottis
the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world with this book.

Andrew Nixon:

The reason? Because this Dawn of Desegregation: J. A. De Laine and Briggs v. Elliott is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book



store hurriedly.
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