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“Sport comes to us in boxes—the perimeter of our TV screen or the boundary lines of fields and courts. As
much as I enjoy what goes on inside those boxes, I’ve always had the urge to bust out of them. I’ve always
had the feeling that the most compelling and significant story was the one occurring beyond the
game—before it, after it, above it, or under it, deep in the furnace of the psyche. . . .”—From the Preface

Gary Smith’s sportswriting stands among the best journalism being written today. His award-winning stories
shatter the confines of traditional sports reportage, getting beneath the wins and losses and penetrating into
the hearts of the athletes themselves—into their lives and personal struggles, their communities and their
worlds.

Beyond the Game brings together fifteen of Smith’s greatest stories, from groundbreaking profiles of
international stars like Mike Tyson and Magic Johnson, to intimate looks at lesser-known athletes whose
lives are driven by the thrill of competition and the love of a game. There is “Damned Yankee,” the
heartbreaking story of John Malangone, who seemed destined to succeed Yogi Berra as the Yankees’ starting
catcher—until his career was destroyed by the crushing weight of a childhood trauma that continued to haunt
him. “Someone to Lean On” is the inspirational story of an extraordinary retarded man named Radio and the
South Carolina high school football team that has adopted him for over thirty years. “Shadow of a Nation”
tells of a Crow Indian community’s intense passion for basketball—and how former high school star
Jonathan Takes Enemy must struggle to escape the tragic history of his tribe as he seeks a place in the world
outside the reservation.

The stories in Beyond the Game are stories of dreams and fears, failure and triumph, self-destruction and
salvation, set in the twilight shadows between the sun-drenched playing fields and brightly lit arenas at the
heart of sports and the darkness of the locker rooms and lonely streets that lurk at their periphery. Each of
Gary Smith’s moving stories will profoundly touch you and remain with you, long after you have closed the
pages of this book.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Here thing why this kind of Beyond the Game: The Collected Sportswriting of Gary Smith are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Beyond the Game: The Collected Sportswriting of
Gary Smith giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no publication that similar with Beyond the Game: The Collected Sportswriting of Gary Smith. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Beyond the Game: The Collected Sportswriting of Gary Smith in e-book can be your alternate.

Brian Wilson:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Beyond the Game: The Collected
Sportswriting of Gary Smith book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Geraldine Carlson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Beyond
the Game: The Collected Sportswriting of Gary Smith the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe
you never get just before. The Beyond the Game: The Collected Sportswriting of Gary Smith giving you a
different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Margie Rodriguez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Beyond the Game: The
Collected Sportswriting of Gary Smith that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or



woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you may pick Beyond the Game: The Collected Sportswriting of Gary Smith become your
own personal starter.
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