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There were 26—not 13—British colonies in America in 1776. Of these, the six colonies in the
Caribbean—Jamaica, Barbados, the Leeward Islands, Grenada and Tobago, St. Vincent; and
Dominica—were among the wealthiest. These island colonies were closely related to the mainland by social
ties and tightly connected by trade. In a period when most British colonists in North America lived less than
200 miles inland and the major cities were all situated along the coast, the ocean often acted as a highway
between islands and mainland rather than a barrier.

The plantation system of the islands was so similar to that of the southern mainland colonies that these
regions had more in common with each other, some historians argue, than either had with New England.
Political developments in all the colonies moved along parallel tracks, with elected assemblies in the
Caribbean, like their mainland counterparts, seeking to increase their authority at the expense of colonial
executives. Yet when revolution came, the majority of the white island colonists did not side with their
compatriots on the mainland.

A major contribution to the history of the American Revolution, An Empire Divided traces a split in the
politics of the mainland and island colonies after the Stamp Act Crisis of 1765-66, when the colonists on the
islands chose not to emulate the resistance of the patriots on the mainland. Once war came, it was
increasingly unpopular in the British Caribbean; nonetheless, the white colonists cooperated with the British
in defense of their islands. O'Shaughnessy decisively refutes the widespread belief that there was broad
backing among the Caribbean colonists for the American Revolution and deftly reconstructs the history of
how the island colonies followed an increasingly divergent course from the former colonies to the north.
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From reader reviews:

David Carson:

This An Empire Divided: The American Revolution and the British Caribbean (Early American Studies) are
usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this An Empire
Divided: The American Revolution and the British Caribbean (Early American Studies) can be on the list of
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this An
Empire Divided: The American Revolution and the British Caribbean (Early American Studies) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Judith Duncan:

This book untitled An Empire Divided: The American Revolution and the British Caribbean (Early
American Studies) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book
shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-
book from your list.

William Johnson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving An Empire Divided: The
American Revolution and the British Caribbean (Early American Studies) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may
pick An Empire Divided: The American Revolution and the British Caribbean (Early American Studies)
become your own starter.

Kurt Bohnert:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book An Empire Divided: The American
Revolution and the British Caribbean (Early American Studies) was bright colored and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book An Empire Divided: The American Revolution and the British Caribbean
(Early American Studies) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book



tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
in your case and try to like reading that.
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