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Explores the metafictional strategies of contemporary African novels rather than characterizing them
primarily as a response to colonialism.

The profound effects of colonialism and its legacies on African cultures have led postcolonial scholars of
recent African literature to characterize contemporary African novels as, first and foremost, responses to
colonial domination by the West. In Africa Writes Back to Self, Evan Maina Mwangi argues instead that the
novels are primarily engaged in conversation with each other, particularly over emergent gender issues such
as the representation of homosexuality and the disenfranchisement of women by male-dominated
governments. He covers the work of canonical novelists Nadine Gordimer, Chinua Achebe, NguÅgiÅ wa
Thiong’o, and J. M. Coetzee, as well as popular writers such as Grace Ogot, David Maillu, Promise Okekwe,
and Rebeka Njau. Mwangi examines the novels’ self-reflexive fictional strategies and their potential to
refigure the dynamics of gender and sexuality in Africa and demote the West as the reference point for
cultures of the Global South.

“Africa Writes Back to Self is a solid contribution … its emphasis on texts written in local African languages
makes it particularly useful. Its combination of reading established African writers alongside more locally
known authors provides an uncommon insight into East African literature, making it good reading for
scholars wishing to broaden their horizons on various aspects of contemporary African literature.” — H-Net
Reviews (H-Africa)

“Evan Maina Mwangi, drawing from a rich selection of contemporary African novels, and attentive to their
local histories, and sensitive to the nuances of linguistic and cultural translation, offers a bracing, nuanced,
and yet surprisingly obvious thesis … Africa Writes Back to Self is deeply pedagogical … it reflects not only
on what should be taught, but also on how it should be taught.” — Research in African Literatures

“…Mwangi effectively reinforces the familiar argument that early nationalist texts’ metafictional critique of
European discourse about Africa masked profound gender chauvinism … [a] fine and wide-ranging book.”
— African Studies Quarterly

“…Mwangi is astonishingly well read in English and in several East African languages, and this volume
covers both ‘literary’ and popular writing and novels known regionally as well as internationally.” —
CHOICE

Evan Maina Mwangi is Assistant Professor of English at Northwestern University and the coauthor (with
Simon Gikandi) of The Columbia Guide to East African Literature in English Since 1945.
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From reader reviews:

David Shetler:

This book untitled Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Doris Griffin:

Often the book Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender,
Sexuality is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Roberta Swinton:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender,
Sexuality can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Africa Writes Back to Self:
Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality.

Drew Dube:

You will get this Africa Writes Back to Self: Metafiction, Gender, Sexuality by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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