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The color of clothing, the width of shoe laces, a pierced ear, certain brands of sneakers, the braiding of hair
and many other features have long been seen as indicators of gang involvement. But it’s not just what is
worn, it’s how: a hat tilted to the left or right, creases in pants, an ironed shirt not tucked in, baggy pants. For
those who live in inner cities with a heavy gang presence, such highly stylized rules are not simply about
fashion, but markers of "who you claim," that is, who one affiliates with, and how one wishes to be seen.

In this carefully researched ethnographic account, Robert Garot provides rich descriptions and compelling
stories to demonstrate that gang identity is a carefully coordinated performance with many nuanced rules of
style and presentation, and that gangs, like any other group or institution, must be constantly performed into
being. Garot spent four years in and around one inner city alternative school in Southern California,
conducting interviews and hanging out with students, teachers, and administrators. He shows that these
young people are not simply scary thugs who always have been and always will be violent criminals, but that
they constantly modulate ways of talking, walking, dressing, writing graffiti, wearing make-up, and hiding or
revealing tattoos as ways to play with markers of identity. They obscure, reveal, and provide contradictory
signals on a continuum, moving into, through, and out of gang affiliations as they mature, drop out, or
graduate. Who You Claim provides a rare look into young people’s understandings of the meanings and
contexts in which the magic of such identity work is made manifest.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dougherty:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Who You Claim:
Performing Gang Identity in School and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Who You Claim: Performing
Gang Identity in School and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology)is the main one of several books that
will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Inocencia Hensley:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School
and on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Ila Petty:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and on
the Streets (Alternative Criminology) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to
the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Bruce Jackson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find reserve that need more time to be learn. Who You Claim: Performing Gang Identity in School and
on the Streets (Alternative Criminology) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short



spare time problems.
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