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By reconsidering Whitman not as the proletarian voice of American diversity but as a historically specific
poet with roots in the antebellum lower middle class, Andrew Lawson in Walt Whitman and the Class
Struggle defines the tensions and ambiguities about culture, class, and politics that underlie his
poetry.Drawing on a wealth of primary sources from across the range of antebellum print culture, Lawson
uses close readings of Leaves of Grass to reveal Whitman as an artisan and an autodidact ambivalently
balanced between his sense of the injustice of class privilege and his desire for distinction. Consciously
drawing upon the languages of both the elite culture above him and the vernacular culture below him,
Whitman constructed a kind of middle linguistic register that attempted to filter these conflicting strata and
defuse their tensions: “You shall not look through my eyes either, nor take things from me, / You shall listen
to all sides and filter them from yourself.” By exploring Whitman's internal struggle with the contradictions
and tensions of his class identity, Lawson locates the source of his poetic innovation. By revealing a class-
conscious and conflicted Whitman, he realigns our understanding of the poet's political identity and
distinctive use of language and thus valuably alters our perspective on his poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa
Whitman Series) as your daily resource information.

Teresa Howard:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is actually Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series).

Eleanor Williams:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa
Whitman Series) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Walt
Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Tammy Kovar:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series) we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series). You can more desirable than now.
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