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Devotional "occasions" or experiences by Irish Catholics form the foundation of this consummate
anthropological study of Irish Catholicism. Lawrence Taylor's twenty years of field work in Banagh in
south-west Donegal have yielded rich ethnographic material that is illuminated by wide-ranging archival
sources, vivid renderings of individual experiences, and sympathetic scrutiny of religious questions and
theories. In answering questions central to the study of religion (What is it? How do official and popular
religions differ? What is the relation between power and meaning, and the roles of political and religious
"regimes" in the social construction of religion?), Taylor draws upon two major theoretical traditions: that of
Geertz, Durkheim and Turner, and that of Marx, Foucault and Asad. Basic fears and needs propel the people
of south-west Donegal - and all of us, Taylor contends - to respond creatively to strong personal religious
experiences and to invent forms to express them. 'The world of Occasions of Faith is the world of Synge's
The Well of the Saints and Brian Friel's Dancing at Lughnasa and Wonderful Tennessee, the world that
provides the central axis for Seamus Heaney's Station Island. If for no other reason, read it for the light it
sheds on those works and others. But read it too for its own distinctive pleasures.' - Katherine McKenna, The
Recorder '...a delight... Moving with remarkable ease from vivid descriptive accounts of both landscape and
individual action to a syncretistic mode of analysis that accords importance to local discourse, social context
and historical process, the reader is taken on a voyage of discovery through some of the principal dimensions
of Irish Catholic religious experience. This is a book that should be read by all those interested in the
anthropological study of religion, in the role of religion in Irish society, in Catholicism, and in the
anthropological study of Europe.' - Michael Allen, Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 'A work of
major importance. Informed by a deep knowledge of anthropological writings on religion and a wide-ranging
and thorough engagement with Ireland, it furnishes a compelling and perceptive exploration of Irish
Catholicism.' - Irish Review 'A marvellous book - thoughtful, insightful and inspiring: we are greatly in
Lawrence Taylor's debt for this compelling, comprehensive, yet highly sympathetic study.' - Nuala Ni
Dhomhnaill
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From reader reviews:

James Williamson:

This book untitled Occasions of Faith: An Anthropology of Irish Catholics to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Alla Haynes:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Occasions of Faith: An Anthropology of Irish Catholics will give you a new experience in examining a
book.

Anna Humphrey:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Occasions of Faith: An
Anthropology of Irish Catholics which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Ann David:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Occasions of Faith: An Anthropology of Irish
Catholics or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Occasions of Faith: An Anthropology of Irish Catholics to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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