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Biometric identification and registration systems are being proposed by governments and businesses across
the world. Surprisingly they are under most rapid, and systematic, development in countriesin Africaand
Asia. In this groundbreaking book Keith Breckenridge traces how the origins of the systems being devel oped
in placeslike India, Mexico, Nigeria and Ghana can be found in a century-long history of biometric
government in South Africa, with the South African experience of centralized fingerprint identification
unparalleled in its chronological depth and demographic scope. He shows how empire, and particularly the
triangular relationship between India, the Witwatersrand and Britain, established the special South African
obsession with biometric government, and shaped the international politics that developed around it for the
length of the twentieth century. He also examines the political effects of biometric registration systems,
revealing their consequences for the basic workings of the institutions of democracy and authoritarianism.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Keegan:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Biometric State: The Global Politics
of Identification and Surveillance in South Africa, 1850 to the Present will make you to end up being
smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

William Jewell:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Biometric State: The Global Politics of
Identification and Surveillance in South Africa, 1850 to the Present. All type of book could you see on many
solutions. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Sharon Garcia:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can
do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on guarderia until university need this particular Biometric State: The Global Palitics of Identification and
Surveillance in South Africa, 1850 to the Present to read.

David Murray:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Biometric State: The Global
Politics of Identification and Surveillance in South Africa, 1850 to the Present which is getting the e-book
version. So, try out this book? Let's see.
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