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War Blacks is the extraordinary story of New Zealand's national sport and The Great War, and the effect
each had on the other. Published to coincide with the 125th anniversary of the founding of the NZ Rugby Football
Union.

Rugby and war have played major roles in the forging of a national New Zealand identity. This is the story of
where both met, on the hot sands of Egypt and the muddy fields of Britain and France during World War I.
War Blacks presents for the first time the stories of more than 90 men who had been, were, or would be All
Blacks and their 1914-18 wartime service, wearing the double silver fern of the New Zealand Expeditionary
Force or the badges of other nations.

While first-class and senior rugby in New Zealand came to a halt as the war progressed – "fit to play, fit to
fight" – the game played an important role in the recreation and morale of our troops. The mighty rivalry
between the All Blacks and the Springboks can be traced to this period. When the "Invincibles" were touring
the Northern Hemisphere in 1924-25, the ex-soldiers in the team made a point of visiting the battlefields they
had fought on only a few years earlier, as well as the graves of their fallen comrades.

Arguably the most famous of the New Zealand player-soldiers was Dave Gallaher, captain of the "Originals"
All Blacks in 1905, who lost his life in 1917 at Passchendaele. He was one of 13 All Blacks killed in action
during WWI. Others were wounded and left suffering the effects of active service for the rest of their lives.
But amongst those who played after the war was Maurice Brownlie, one of the greatest forwards the game
has seen.

War Blacks is the moving - and at times humorous - story of our national sport and The Great War, and the
effect each had on the other.
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From reader reviews:

Malcolm Khan:

The book War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great
thing like a book War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book War Blacks: The extraordinary story of
New Zealand's WWI All Blacks has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Garcia:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this War Blacks: The extraordinary story of
New Zealand's WWI All Blacks to read.

Rita Carter:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New
Zealand's WWI All Blacks e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty War
Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks as good book not simply by the cover but
also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Brandon Justice:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book War Blacks: The extraordinary story of New
Zealand's WWI All Blacks was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book War
Blacks: The extraordinary story of New Zealand's WWI All Blacks has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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