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Single-parent families succeed. Within these families children thrive, develop, and grow, just as they do in a
variety of family structures. Tragically, they must do so in the face of powerful legal and social stigma that
works to undermine them.

As Nancy E. Dowd argues in this bold and original book, the justifications for stigmatizing single-parent
families are founded largely on myths, myths used to rationalize harshly punitive social policies. Children, in
increasing numbers, bear the brunt of those policies. In this generation, more than two-thirds of all children
will spend some time in a single-parent family before reaching age 18. The damage done in the name of
justified stigma, therefore, harms a great many children.

Dowd details the primary justifications for stigmatizing single-parent families, marshalling an impressive
array of resources about single parents that portray a very different picture of these families. She describes
them in all their forms, with particular attention to the differential treatment given never-married and
divorced single parents, and to the impact of gender, race, and class. Emphasizing that all families face
significant conflicts between work and family responsibilities, Dowd argues many two-parent families, in
fact, function as single-parent caregiving households. The success or failure of families, she contends, has
little to do with form. Many of the problems faced by single-parent families mirror problems faced by all
families.

Illustrating the harmful impact of current laws concerning divorce, welfare, and employment, Dowd makes a
powerful case for centering policy around the welfare and equality of all children. A thought-provoking
examination of the stereotypes, realities and possibilities of single-parent families, In Defense of Single-
Parent Families asks us to consider the true purpose or goal of a family.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

The book In Defense of Single-Parent Families give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book In Defense of Single-Parent
Families being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book In
Defense of Single-Parent Families. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Pam Wright:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This In Defense of Single-Parent
Families is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Malcolm Lee:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled In Defense of Single-Parent Families can be great book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Erin Harmon:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to your
account is In Defense of Single-Parent Families this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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