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A key duty of the Renaissance monarchy was the defence of its subjects. For the English monarchy, the rule
and defence from enemies beyond the long-landed frontiers in Ireland and the English far-north proved an
intractable problem. It was not, however, a duty which was accorded a high priority by successive Yorkist
and early Tudor kings, nor is it an aspect of state formation which has attracted much attention from modern
historians. This study assesses traditional
arrangements for defending English ground, the impact of the frontier on border society, and the way in
which the topography and patterns of settlement in border regions shaped the character of the march and
border itself.

Defending English Ground focuses on two English shires, Meath and Northumberland, in a period during
which the ruling magnates of these shires who had hitherto supervised border rule and defence were mostly
unavailable to the crown. Unwilling to foot the cost of large garrisons and extended fortifications, successive
kings increasingly shifted the costs of defence onto the local population, prompting the border gentry and
minor peers to organize themselves through county communities
for the rule and defence of the region. This strategy was generally successful in Ireland where the military
threat presented by 'the wild Irish' was not so formidable, but in the English far-north Tudor reform,
centralized control, and the burden of defence against the Scots soon led to 'the decay of the
borders'.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Defending English Ground:
War and Peace in Meath and Northumberland, 1460-1542 is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Rita Dubois:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Defending English Ground: War and Peace in Meath
and Northumberland, 1460-1542 why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Louie Thompson:

Beside that Defending English Ground: War and Peace in Meath and Northumberland, 1460-1542 in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Defending English Ground: War and Peace in Meath and
Northumberland, 1460-1542 because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

John Whetstone:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Defending English Ground: War and Peace
in Meath and Northumberland, 1460-1542 can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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