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An Exploration of the Human Experience in One of the Civil War’s Most Important and Devastating Battles

The Union assault on the critical Confederate stronghold of Fredericksburg, Virginia, along the
Rappahannock River in December 1862 was one of the most significant and storied battles of the Civil War.
It was fought in order to secure confidence in the North for Lincoln’s administration after 18 months of
Confederate victories, Union setbacks, and directionless Northern leadership. The result was a complete and
stunning Confederate victory and one of the bloodiest losses for the Union Army. Federal General Ambrose
E. Burnside and his Army of the Potomac planned to overrun Fredericksburg and move on to Richmond, the
Confederate capital. The opposing general, Robert E. Lee, and his Army of Northern Virginia prepared
Fredericksburg’s defense. Thousands of Union troops were able to successfully cross the Rappahannock
River despite withering small arms fire and proceeded to brutally sack the city, terrorizing its remaining
civilian inhabitants while the Confederates fell back to a line of heights to the west. Burnside soon ordered
his generals to attack with the intention of flanking the Confederate defenders. Unable to dislodge or go
around the enemy, Burnside was forced to withdraw without a victory after suffering appalling casualties.

In The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862, historian and professional psychologist Duane Schultz uses this
key moment in Civil War history to address how soldiers and civilians react to the stress of war. Rather than
a traditional military history—and there are a number of excellent accounts of troop movements and strategy
at Fredericksburg—The Fate of War explores the human element in battle; the motivations, passions, and
emotions of the people who fought on both sides. Using letters, diaries, and memoirs, including those of
Clara Barton and Walt Whitman, Schultz reveals what individuals can force themselves to do in the name of
duty, patriotism, and dedication to a cause, or the ultimate fear of letting down their friends. Schultz’s
account, grounded in careful research, is a record of the triumph and failure, courage and cowardice,
compassion and cruelty of the people—the ordinary and high-ranking, soldier and civilian, men and
women—who came together one terrible day.
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Fate of War:
Fredericksburg, 1862? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have different opinion?

Charles Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Fate of War:
Fredericksburg, 1862 is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Wanda Crane:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862 as your daily
resource information.

Cierra Persaud:

Why? Because this The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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