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Richard Hofstadter, the distinguished historian and twice winner of the Pulitzer Prize, brilliantly assesses the
ideas and contributions of the three major American interpretive historians of the twentieth century:
Frederick Jackson Turner, Charles A. Beard and V.L. Parrington. These men, whose views of history were
shaped in large part by the political battles of the Progressive era, provided the Progressive movement with a
usable past and the American liberal mind with a historical tradition. The Progressive Historiansis at once a
critique of historical thought during this decisive period of American development and an account of how
these three writers led American historians into the controversial political world of the twentieth century.

Turner, in developing hisideathat American democracy is the outcome of the experience of frontier
expansion and the settlement of the West, introduced his fellow historiansto a set of new concepts and
methods, and in doing so doing re-drew the guidelines of American historiography. Beard insisted upon the
elitist origins of the Constitution, crusaded for the economic interpretation of history, and ultimately staked
his historical reputation on an isolationist view of recent American foreign policy. Parrington emphasized
the moral and social functions of literature, and read the history of literature as a history of the national
political mind.

In recent years, the tide has run against the Progressive historians, as one specialist after another has taken
issue with their interpretations. The movement of contemporary historical thought has led to a rediscovery
of the complexity of the American past. Although he cannot share the faith of the Progressive historiansin
the sufficiency of American liberalism as a guide to the modern world, Richard Hofstadter believes we have
much to learn about ourselves from areconsideration of their insights.
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From reader reviews:
Edward Strode:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Progressive Historians as the daily resource information.

Johnny Hoffman:

The e-book untitled Progressive Historians is the guide that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of research when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Progressive
Historians from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Rose Duprey:

The guide with title Progressive Histarians includes alot of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get
alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you within new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Eun Russdll:

Isit anindividual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Progressive Historians can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by
reading in this brand-new eraiis common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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