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Why do the combat capabilities of individual soldiers vary so much? This book seeks to provide an answer
to this and other questions about variability in combat performance. Some soldiers flee quickly from the
battlefield, while others endure all hardships until the bitter end. Some combat units can perform numerous
types of missions, while others cannot keep themselves organized during peacetime. Some militaries armed
with obsolete weapons have out fought enemies with the latest weapons, just as some massively
outnumbered armies have beaten back much larger opponents. In this first social scientific study of the
effectiveness of combat troops, Newsome evaluates competing explanations for the varying combat
capabilities and performances.

There are four main explanations, each emphasizing the influence of a single factor. The first focuses on
material endowments. How well funded are the troops? Do they have the latest protective gear and the most
advanced weaponry? Second, some analysts claim that democracies produce better commanders, superior
strategies, more motivated personnel, or better-managed personnel; others, however, associated those
characteristics with more authoritarian forms of government. Third is the idea that giving more power to the
troops on the ground in individual combat units empowers them with decision-making capability and
adaptability to fast-changing situations and circumstances. Newsome presents evidence that decentralized
personnel management does correlate with superior combat performance. Fourth, soldier capabilities and
performance often are assumed to reflect intrinsic attributes, such as prior civilian values. Newsome argues
that the capabilities of combat soldiers are acquired through military training and other forms of
conditioning, but he does not entirely discount the role of a soldier's individual character. In the age-old
nature vs. nurture argument, he finds that intrinsic qualities do count, but that extrinsic factors, such as
training and environment, matter even more.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Blue:

Here thing why this Made, Not Born: Why Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security
International) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends
in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Made, Not Born: Why Some
Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Made, Not Born: Why
Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International). It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Made, Not Born: Why
Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) in e-book can be your substitute.

Walter Miller:

This book untitled Made, Not Born: Why Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security
International) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it
by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve
from your list.

Sharon Brogdon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Made, Not Born: Why Some
Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Made, Not Born: Why Some
Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security International) become your current starter.

Johnny Abel:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. Made, Not Born: Why Some Soldiers Are Better Than Others (Praeger Security
International) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free



time problems.
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