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In Books and Religious Devotion, Allan Westphall presents a study of the book-collecting habits and
annotation practices of Thomas Connary, an Irish immigrant farmer who lived in New Hampshire in the
latter half of the nineteenth century. Connary led a pious life that revolved around the use, annotation, and
sharing of religious books. His surviving annotated volumes provide a revealing glimpse into the utility of
books for a common reader—and they show how one remarkable, eccentric reader turned religious books
into near icons. Through a careful excavation of book adaptations and enhancements, Westphall gives us
insight into the range of opportunities provided by the material book for recording and communicating
Connary's religious fervor. The study also investigates the broader nineteenth-century cultural setting, in
which books are seen as testimonies of personal faith and come to function as instruments of social
interaction in both domestic and public spheres. Underlying Connary’s many and varied interactions with
books is his belief that working in books, as physical objects, can be a devout exercise instrumental in human
salvation.
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From reader reviews:

John McKenzie:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Books and Religious Devotion: The Redemptive Reading
of an Irishman in Nineteenth-Century New England (Penn State Series in the History of the Book). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book
Books and Religious Devotion: The Redemptive Reading of an Irishman in Nineteenth-Century New
England (Penn State Series in the History of the Book). You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Heather Bencomo:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Books and Religious Devotion: The Redemptive
Reading of an Irishman in Nineteenth-Century New England (Penn State Series in the History of the Book)
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Richard Segers:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having theme for
entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Books and Religious Devotion: The Redemptive
Reading of an Irishman in Nineteenth-Century New England (Penn State Series in the History of the Book)
is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tammy Robinson:

The book untitled Books and Religious Devotion: The Redemptive Reading of an Irishman in Nineteenth-
Century New England (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your



smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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