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Jonathan Swift's moral and political satires astonished his contemporaries and still have the power to disturb,
with their compelling images and unsettling turns of argument, and to delight, with their charm and inventive
wit. A Preface to Swift examines the complex appeal of this fierce critic of oppression.

While thematically arranged, the text follows a broadly chronological account of Swift's life to show his
development as a writer from the prolific and inventive iconoclast to the mature satirist whose enduring
memory of past events produced warm friendship as well as strong resentment. It considers in detail his
engagement with the corruption of over-secure politicians and his opposition to the easy rationalism of free-
thinking pundits. Gulliver's Travels is shown to be a coherent critique of eighteenth-century ideas of science,
education and politics in which the order of the books ('the progress of the fable') is highly significant for its
whole meaning. While this is a major focus, Keith Crook also discusses a wide range of Swift's other works,
including his early satires, his political writings, his poems and his letters.

Detailed chronological charts place his life and works in the political and cultural context, and illustrations
have been chosen with commentaries to extend the reader's sense of Swift's connections with London,
Ireland and his contemporaries.

This will be a particularly useful introduction to students who are studying satire as a genre; the early
eighteenth-century literary, scientific, philosophical and political context; the representation of women; the
political relation of Ireland to England; and the position of the artist within society, especially in connection
with the levers of power.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

Here thing why this A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with A Preface to Swift (Preface Books). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) in e-book can be your alternative.

Woodrow Harker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the A Preface to Swift (Preface
Books) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Marie Williams:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get before. The A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

David Briggs:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book A Preface to Swift (Preface Books) was filled with regards to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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