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Finalist for the Alan Paton Award

In his latest book, renowned historian Hermann Giliomee challenges the conventional wisdom on the
downfall of white rule and the end of apartheid. Instead of impersonal forces, or the resourcefulness of an
indomitable resistance movement, he emphasizes the role of Nationalist leaders and of their outspoken critic
Frederick van Zyl Slabbert. What motivated each of the last Afrikaner leaders, from Verwoerd to de Klerk?
How did each try to reconcile economic growth, white privilege, and security with the demands of an
increasingly assertive black leadership and unexpected population figures?

In exploring each leader’s background, reasoning, and personal foibles, Giliomee takes issue with the
assumption that South Africa was inexorably heading for an ANC victory in 1994. He argues that historical
accidents radically affected the course of politics.

Drawing on primary sources and personal interviews, Giliomee offers a fresh and stimulating political
history that attempts not to condemn but to understand why the last Afrikaner leaders did what they did, and
why their own policies ultimately failed them.

A 2014 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This The Last Afrikaner Leaders: A Supreme Test of Power
(Reconsiderations in Southern African History) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Andre Rosier:

The knowledge that you get from The Last Afrikaner Leaders: A Supreme Test of Power (Reconsiderations
in Southern African History) is the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Last
Afrikaner Leaders: A Supreme Test of Power (Reconsiderations in Southern African History) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Last Afrikaner
Leaders: A Supreme Test of Power (Reconsiderations in Southern African History) instantly.

Mary Brunner:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be examine. The Last Afrikaner Leaders: A Supreme Test of Power (Reconsiderations in Southern African
History) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Nancy Barry:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Last Afrikaner Leaders: A
Supreme Test of Power (Reconsiderations in Southern African History) is simple bringing you can read it in
the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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